
Center for Terrorism and Security Studies
Paid Positions: Apply now for  Fall 2016

About CTSS 
CTSS conducts scholarly research on all aspects of
terrorism, political violence and issues of
domestic and international security. The Center’s
work aims to to better understand the causes and
consequences of new and emerging security
challenges in order to support counter-terrorism
training, education and policy.

UMass	Lowell’s	Center	for	Terrorism	and	Security	Studies	(CTSS)	is	seeking	to	hire	several	highly	motivated	
students	as	Research	Assistants,	who	will	work	alongside	CTSS	personnel	to	conduct	research	on	terrorist	
behavior.	Successful	applicants	for	these	positions	will	gain	valuable	experience	in	collecting,	coding	and	
analyzing	data	on	terrorist	offenders	and	terrorist	attacks.	

1. E-mail	a	resume	and	cover	letter	as	a single	file	PDF	document to	Mr.	Neil	Shortland	at	
neil_shortland@uml.edu.

2. The	file	must	be	titled	“Your_Last_Name CTSS	Application.pdf”.
3. Resume	should	include	both	your	cumulative	and	last-semester	grade	point	averages.

How to Apply

Eligibility 
These research assistantships are part-time and
open to all UMass Lowell undergraduates,
regardless of academic degree program, although
students majoring in Criminal Justice and
Psychology (either single of joint honors) are
especially encouraged to apply.

The position will require a commitment of 10
hours per week. Students may work remotely on
some project tasks. Research Assistants will be
paid at a rate of $12 per hour and will be
expected to work 8 hours per week.

About the Project 
Increasingly we are becoming interested in the
“online” lives of people who become involved in
terrorism, and more and more, when someone
commits a terrorist attack, we look back and say
there was a “cue” or “indicator” in their online
behavior.

However, Researchers in the field of security
studies have thus far been unable to make
informed judgments about the risks posed by an
individual based on the nature of their online
activity and expressions of ideology. This CTSS
project therefore seeks to apply a novel form of
narrative and discourse analysis to explore
whether online expressions of intent and ideology
can be used to diagnose an individuals’ intent to
engage in extremist behavior.

Research Assistants will be involved in every step
of this project; from data management, to
assisting data collection, to write up and delivery.

Applications must be received by 
August 29th 11.59pm


